HARDING SAYS NEGRO
MUSTHAVE EQUALITY
IN POLITICAL LIFE

“Does Not Mean Same Sooial
Plane, He Tells South-in:
Birmingham Speech.

' WARNS AGAINST ‘DEMAGOGY’

Tells Audience He Will Speak
~ Frankly, “Whether You
- Like It-or Not.”

L -

PRAISED BY UNDERWOOD

‘Alabama . City Gives Rousing Wel-
"come to Chlef Executlve, Who
 Receives College Degree.

.Special to The New York Tistes.

. BIRMINGHAL, Ala.,, Oct. - 26.—Fol-
.Jowing ovations accorded to him by
‘érode conservetively estimated to have
numbered more than 100,000 persons,
FPresident Harding, speaking today be-
fore a great audience of whites and
colomd people in Capitol Park, declared
“that the negro s entitled to full eco-
norhic and political rights as an Amer-
ican citizen. Xe added that this does
not mean ‘¢ sacial equality.’”” The white
man and the negro also should stand,
he asserted, uncompromisingly against
" every suggestion of social equality.”’
Racial amalgamation, he added, "can
never come in America - :
Perhaps not one person among ten in
the thousand that jammed -Capitol Park
could hear the President, but those who
were up in front and in a position to
understand heard the Presidential mes-
Bape with the closest attention.  Some
4dpproved of his utterances. Others, it
- ‘appeared, 'did not, although there was
not one word uttered from the audience
that ‘would substantiate the last obser-
vationh. - Parts of ‘the speech appealed
/ to the negroes in the audience and they
gave vent to loud and lusty cheers to
‘evidence their approval. On the other
‘hend only once or twice was there any
.mppla.use from the white section and in

both instances it was scattered.
.. THe race problem, the President de-
clared, was no longer a sectional ques-
tion applicable only to the Southern
States, but a national question which
tust ‘be met as such. In recent years,
he pointed out, great numbers of negroes
ha.d left the South to seek homes in
the ‘North and West and _as a result
" of. this migration, he sald, the ‘race
-~qugatlon > had been  brought closer to
the pﬁople of ' the North and West and
LU o believe," he added, ‘it has served
to 1rnoc5lh‘.’;sr somewhat the views of- tbose
scctions on this question.”

Calls Social Equality a Dream.

After warning the negroes that social
equality was a dream that could not be
realized, the President in words that
held no doubt told them that in his
opinjon the time had come when they
ghould vote not as Republicans but -as
they thought.. He wanted, he said, to
see the tradition of a solid black Re-
publican vote broken and the time come
when negroes would vote the Democratlc
ticket when they considored Democratic
candidates and policies best for the
t,ountry and when only for those same
reasons would they vote for Republican
candidates. i
- During the first part of the Presi-
dent's speech he pafid his tribute to Bir-
mingham, the °‘Magic City,”” as he
qt‘yled it, of the South. He also warmed
the- hearts of the old Confederates and
the sons and daughters of. the '‘Lost
Cause ” veterans when he expressed
the earnest hope that some day the his-
tory of the ‘" Aladdin-like industrial
wonder '’ of the civil war South will be
written and the world will realize how

" the.agricultural and aristocratic South

—-of ante-bellum -days met a great crisis
and gave what he desqibed as one of
** the greatest d wmonstrations in all his-
tory of the possibilities of adaptution,
organization and industrial development
un.-er stress of.great necessity.””

It was following his glowing tribute

" to the Confederate South that the Presi-
dent brought forward the race problem
which, he told his audicnce, he was go-
lng to discuss frankly and honestiy

whether you lilke it or not.”

““if the civil war marked the begin-
nings of industrialism in a South which
had previously been almost entirely
agricuitural, the World War,” he said,
: brought us to fu.l lecognltlon that the
race question 1s national rather. thd.n
sectional.”’ -

** While there sre no authentic statis-

tlcs, it is common knowledge that the
World War -was marked by a great

negro migration from the Southern into
the Northern States, where the negroes
were attracted by the demand for labor
and the higher :wages .offered in .the
North and West. The movement had
been slowly under way for decades. But
in the World 'WWar, because of conditions
alx ezfdy described, It was greatly accel-
erated and has subsequently continued
a.t only a slightly reduced rate.’

Those in the crowd\near the speakers’
stand white a5 well as black, were all
attention. The negroes 7rere particular-
ly attentive,” and the <miles on their
faces indicated that <ney  anticipated
that their. status in the south was about
to be championed by the .’resident of the
. Uni ted States. - When the President, a
. few: ‘minutes later, referred to the war
-record of the black soldier they cheered
at the~tops of -their voices, and when.

¢still- later, the President said that the
black man should be perm:tted to vote

when he was fit 1o vote and- the white
man- deprived of his vote when he was
unf‘t for the suffrage, the black element
in. the audience again shouted their "ap
~proval-of the sentiment in unmistakable
- fashion. The whites were silent. :
On the stand with the Pre‘udent Were

‘" 4 Cont!mmd on Page Eleven. e
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HARDING SAYS NEGRO
MUSTHAVE EQUALITY

Cbnth—ued from Page 1, Column %,

Governor Thomas EBE. Kilby, Dr. N. A.
Barrett, President of the Commission
Government of Birmingham; E. .
Bowie, President of the Birmingham
Semi-Centennial Celebration Assoclation,
and a maljority of the members c¢f the
Alabama Legislature, who came on spe-
clal trains from Montgomery to jein in
the welcome to the Presldent and Mrs.
Harding, Senator and Mrs. Underwood,
Secretary of War . Weeks, Secretary of
the Interior ¥all, and the sixty-sevon
girls who have been voted the ‘‘ meoest
beautiful ’* in the sixty-seven ccuntles
that comprise the Commonwealth of Ala~
bama. : )
Dr. Barrett, in the name of Birming-
ham, welcomed the President, while
Governor Kilby. extended the welcome
for the State. Birmingham welcomed
the Predident, sald Dr. Bazrett, be-
cauge he was a man of *° great heart”
and* with .vision big enough to take in
as President *‘ every mother's son of

!
|

us,’”’” a statement that brought forth

vigorous nod of approval from Presi-
dent Harding. .

The President was presented to the
aucience by Mr. Bowie. When the ap-
plauge seemed to be gathering mo-
mentum aend another ovation was
threatened the President waved for
silence. It was very hot and there was
no shade over the speakera’ stands.

The President sald:

The President's Speech.

““ ¥ entered the Senate when you comn-
missioned Senator Underwood to that
body, and _somehow, I never knmew just
why, we bezan with a ¢ paired’ agree-
ment to protect eachh other’'s votes.
That arrangement held until I retired
from the Senate, and we rarely, it ever,
had to ask each other for instructiéns.
There was a confident, respectful: and

cordial friendship from the beginning,
and it was never embarrassed. erhaps
I need not tell vou that my high opinion
and affectionate regard dtill ablde. Not
£0o very long ago it became my duty to
choose four outstanding Americaus to
represent our Hepublic in a conference
with the statesmen of the Ileading
nations of the world. It was not a per-
scnal regard alone, but that feeling
combined with a high estimaie of his
statesmanship and his lofty devotion to
country impelled ms to name him as
one of four to speak for America in a
conference pregnant with i1ncalculable
possibilitea.

‘“ Politically and economically there
need be no occasion for great and per-
manent differentiation, provided on
both sides there shall be recognition of
the absolute divergence in things soclal
and raclal,’”” said the President. *1
would say let the black man vote when
he is fit to vote; prohibit the white man
voting when he {s unfit to vote. I wish
that both the tradition of a solidly
Democratic South and the tradition of
a solidly Republican black race might be
broken up. I would insist upon equal
educational opportunity for boti-.

‘“ Men of both Taces may well stand
uncompromisingly against every sug
zestion of social equality. This is not a
question of social egquality, but a ques-
tion of recognizing a fundamental, eter-
nal, Inascapable difference.

** Racial amalgamation there cannol
be. Partnership of the races In devel
oping the highest aims of all humanity
there must be if humanity is to achieve
the ends which we have set for it. The
black man sghould seek to be, and he
should be encouraged to be, the besi
possible black man and not the best pos-
sible Imitation of a white man.

4 The World . War brought us to ful
recognition that the race problem is na
tional rather than merely sectional
There are no authentic statistics, but i
is_ common knowledge that the TWorl
War was rnarked by a great migratios
of colored people to the North ani
West. 'Thney were attracted by the de
mand fer labor and the higzher wage
offered. It has brought the questio
of race closer to North and West, and
1 believe, it has served to modify some
what the views of those sections on thi
question. It has made the South real
jze jts industrial dependence on th
labor of the black man aund made th
North realize the difficultles of the com
munity .in which two greatly differin
races are brought to live side by sid¢
I should say that it has been responsi
ble for a larger charity on both sides
a beginning of better understanding
and in the light of that better under
standing perhaps we shall be able t
consider this problem together as
problemi of all sections and of bot
races, in whose solution the best intel
licence of both must be enlisted.

Says Race Issue Confronts World.

s« Indeed, we will be wise to recognis
it as wider yet. Whoever will take th
time to read and ponder Mr. Lothrao
Stoddard’s book on ‘ The Rising Tide ¢
Color,! or, say, the thoughtful review ¢
some recent literature on this questioc
which Mr. F. D. Lugard presented in
recent Edinburgh Review, must realhl
that our race problem herc in the Unite

States is only a phase of a race isstu
that the whole world confronts. Sturel
we shall zain nothing by blinking ti
facts, by refusing to gilve thought 1
them. That is not the American wa
of approaching such issues.
e« arr. Lugard, in hls reecnt essaz
after surveving the world’s problem ¢
races, concludes thus:

“ }iere, then, is the irue conception 1
the interrelation of color—complete un
formity in ideals, absolute equality |
the paths of knowledge and cultur
equal opportunity for those who striv
equal admiration for those who achiev«
in mutters social and racial a separa
path, each pursuing his own Iinherits
traditions, preserving his own ra
purity, and race pride; equality
things spiritual; agreed divergence
the phyeical and material. .

¢« J{ere, it has secemed to me, i=s su
gestion of the true way out, Political
and economically there need be no occ
slon for great and permanent differe
tiation, -for limitations of the indivi
ual’s opportunity, provided that on bo
sides there shall be recognition of t
absolute. divergence in things social ai
racial. When I suggest the possibili
of economic equality between the race
I mean it in precisely the same way al
to the same. extent that I would mean
it I spoke of equality of economic ©
portunity as between members of t
game race. In each case I would me:
equality proportioned to the honest ¢
pacities and deserts of the individual

““Men of both races may well sta
uncompromisingly against every sugge
tion of =ocinl equality. Indeed, it wou
be helpful to have that word ‘ equalit;
eliminated from this consideration;
have it accepted on both sides that t}
iz not a question of social equality, b
a question of recognizing a fundament
oternal and inescapable difference. A
.shall have made real progress when °
develop an attitude in the public a
commuuity thought of both racez whi
recognizes this gdifference.

“make the political aspect. I woi
say let the black man’ vote when he
{it to vote: prohibit the white man v
ing when he is unfit to vote. Especla
would I appeal to the self-respect of 1
colored race. I would inculcate m
the wish to improve itself as a disti
race. with a heredity. a set of tradltio
an array of aspirations all its.own. C
of such racial ambitions -and pridée v
come - natural segregations,. withe
narrowing and rights, such as are p
ceeding in both rural and urbar co
munities now in Southein States, sat
fving natural inclinations and add!
notably to happiness and contentmer

“On the other hand I wonld ins
upon equal educational opportunity
both. This does mot mean that b
would. become equally educated withi
generation or_two generations or
~enerations. Even men of the same 1
do not accomplish such an equality
that. There-must be such education amc
the colored people as will enable th
to develop their own leaders, capable
understanding and sympathizing w
such a differéntiation between the ra
as I have suggested—leaders who =
inspire the.race ‘with proper. ideals
race pride, of national pride. of
honorable destiny; and important p
{ieipation in -the universal effort.
advancement of humanity as & wh
Racial amalgamation there cannot
Partnership of .the races in develop
the highest aims of all humanity th
rmust be if humanity, not only hera
everywhere, is  to achieve the e
which we have sget for it.

“ Bo the Best Yossible Bla.ck Mas
¢ T can say to you people of the Sou
both white and black, that the time ]
passed when you are entitled.to assu
that this problem ef races i= pec}lua

-~

and particularly yvour problem. More |
and more it is becoming a problem -of
the North; more and more it is the prob-
lem of Africa, of Sotith America, of the
Paclific, of the South Seas, of the world.
It is the nroblem of democracy every-
where, if we mean the things we say
a&iut democracy as the ideal political
state, |

“The one thing we must sedulousIH
avoid is the development of group and
class organizations in~ this - country.
There has been time when we heard too
much about the labor vote, the business

W. {vote, the Ir!sh vote, the Scandinavian

vote, the Italian vote, and so' on. But
the. demagogues who would array class
against class and group against . group
have fortunately found littie to reward
their efforts.  That is because, desgplte
the demagogues, the idea of our oneness
as Americans has rigen superior to every
appeal to mere class and group.

g0 I would wish it might be In this
madtter of our national problem of races.
I would accept that a black man cannot
be 2 white man, and that he does not
need and should not aspire to be as
much like a white man as possible in
order to accomplish the best that is

possible for him. He should seek to be,
and he should be encouraged to be, the

best possibla black man, and not the best
possible !mitation of a. white man.

““ It is 8 matter of the keenest na-
tlonal concern that -the South shall not
be encouraged to make its colored popu-
latfon a vast reservoir of ignorance, to
be drained away by ths processes of
migration into all other sections. That
fs what has been going on in recent
vears at a rate so accentuated that it
has caused this question of races to be,
as I have already said, no longer one
ot a particular section. Just as I do pot
wish the South to be politically entirely
one party; just as I belleve that Is bad
for the South, and for the rest of the
country as well, so I do not want the
colored people to be entirely of one
party. I wish that both the tradition of
a solidly Democratic South and the tra-
dition of a _solidly Republican black
race might be broken up. Neither po-
litical sectionalism nor any system of
rigid groupings of the people will in the
long run prosper our country. :

““With such convictions one must urge
the people of the South to take advan-
tage of thelr superior understanding of
this problem and to assume an attitude
toward it that will deserve the confi-
dence of the colored peop’'e. Likewise,
1 plead with my own political party to
lay aside every program that looks to
lining up the black man as a mere po-
Vtical adjunct. Let there be an end of
vrejudice and of demagogy 1n this line.
Let the South understand the menace
which Hes in forcing upon the black
1ace an attitude of political solidarity.

“ Wvery consideration, it seems to me,
brings us back at last to the question
of education. When I speak 'of educa:
tion as a part of this race questian, ]
do not want the States or the natior
to cttempt to educate people, whethe:
white or black, into something they are
not fitted to be. 1 have no sympathy
with the half-baked altruism that woulc
overstock us with doctors and lawyers
of whatever-oolor, and leave us in neec
of people fit and willing to do the man.
ual work of a workaday world. But !
would like to see an education tha
would fit every man not only to do hi:
particular work as well as possible bu
to rise to a higher plane if he woulc
deserve it. ¥or that sort of educatior
I have no fears, whether it be given t
a black man or a wilte man. From tha
sort of education, I believe, black men
white men, the whole nation, woulk
draw immeasurable benefit.

Secn Competition for Black Man.

¢ It is probable that as s nation w
have come to the end of the perlod o
very rapid increase in our population
Restricted immlgration will reduce th
rate of increase, and force us back upo
our colder population to find people t
Yo the shmpler, physically harder man
ual tasks. This will require some difff

cult readjustments. :
¢« In anticipation of such @ conditio

the South may well recognize that th
North and West are likely to continu
thelr drafts upon its colored populatior
and that if the South wishes to kee
its flelds producing and its industry stf’
expanding {t will have to compete fo
the services of the colored man. If |
will realize its need for him and des
quite fairly with him, the South will b
able to keep him in such numbers a
your activities make desirable.

«1g it not possible, then, that in_ th
long era ot readjustment upon whic
we are entering, for the nation to la
agside old prejudices and old antagc
nisms. and in the broad, clear light c
nationalism enter upon & constructiv
policy in dealing with_ these intricat
issues? Just as we shall prove oul
gelves capable of doing this we sha.
{nsure the industrial progress, the agr
cultural gecurity., the soclal and politic:
safety of our whole country, regardles
of race or sections, and along the 1in¢
of 1ideals superior to every caonslders
tion of groups or class, of race oxr col¢
or section or prejudices.”

When the speech was ended, Govern
Kilby was one of the first to shake t}
President’s hand. He was followed t
scores of other prominent citizens. .
any in the great throng resented whi
the President had said none indicate
ft by their remarks. As a matter
fact, THE TIMES correspondent has n
met a PBlrmingham ecitizen who has e:
pressed disapproval of the President
views. |

There are many who do not agree wii
him as to political equality, but what }
said sbout the impossibility of ‘¢ socl
equality ** more than offset anvthing 1
said on other lines. The warmth azr
enthusiasm of the demonstration tha.
followed his every appearance during
the afternoon and night proved this.

All Birminghiam Greets Harding.

Birmingham gave %o President. Hard-
ing the greatest reception, according to
old-time citizens, ever accorded any man
in the history of this fifty-year-old steel
and iron centre of the South. From the

moment his speclal train rolled into the
terminal station at 8:45 o’clock this
morning until he returned to that train
late tonight, the President was the re-
ciplent of one great ovation after an-
other. The authorities estimate that
more than 100.000 persons Joined in the
serles of vociferous  tributes that wrere
paid to the President on his public ap-
pearances. -,

The President himself said no warmer
welcome had been given him in any part
of America, while Secretary Weeks and
. Secretary Fall called it the greatest and
most enthusiastic reception the President
had received since he entered the White
‘House. Birmingham has 180,000 people
‘within its limits, and apparently all the
xd-esidents were out to greet the Presi.

ent.

Every moment of the President's day
was provided for, and before he left for
Atlanta tonight - he had made seven
speeches, beginning with one to the
sixty-seven girls who had been voted
the best looking in Alabama, and ending
with a short farewell talk at the Coun-
g_i' Club -tonight. At gll of these gath-

ngs the President expressed his own
and Mrs. Harding's deep appreciation of
all the kindnesses shown to them by the
peopile of . Birmingham. He told the
membera of the Legislature, who came
in a body and by special train to greet
him, that his love for Alabama and Flor-
ida. and Mississippl was every bit as
deep and sincere as was the affection
he had for his own State of Ohio and for
New York and Iilinois. _ .

The city was garbed In its mayest to
welcome the President. Every street
was a mass of color and at every corner
and in the centre of every block there
was dlaplayed the .President's picture.
It wag the big day of the week's celebra-
tion of the semi-centennial of a city that
only fifty years ago was a country post
office and whose inhabitants then were
numbered by the score instead of in the
thousands 3s now, a town that in a
brief span of half & century has grown
from a2 hamlet of a few log cabins to &
city of skyscrapers, beautiful homes,
iron and steel smelt?s. and factories.
. When ‘the President emerged from the
rajlway station he faced a sea of Ameri-
can flags In the hands of Birmingham’s
thousands of =<hool children, and as his
automobile slowly procéeded to the spot
where he was to receive the officlial wel-
come of the city and State the wheels
of his' automobile traversed streets
strewn with flowers, while from slde-
wha.lksed and from windows thousands
cheered.. .

Flowers Thrown Into Harding's Car.

. After a brief rest at his hotel, the
President headed a parade through the
Jprincipal streets of the city, a parade

that 3was witnessed and cheered, so say
the old timers, by the greatest throng
that ever gathered In this part of the
South. The people threw flowers into
the President’'s car as it passed by and
Mr. Harding, tiring of raising his hat,
stood up and waved without stopping.

- After leading. the parade through the

city the President proceeded to the:bal-
zony. of the Hotel Tutwller to review
the marchera. In line were veterana.of
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the Civil War,
boys who fought with the Rainbow Di-
vision

the industrial establishments o
an.. last of all and most applauded of

.all, the ** Ploneers of 1871,'" old men

a company of Alabama

National Guardsmen
izad State- militia,
rls from
the city

in France,
of the newly organ
men and women and boys and

and’ women, white and black. In the
leading * pioncer *’ car was the vener-
able John B. Ward, a former Mayor,
and with him a gray halred old colored
man, Frank McQueen, a barber, who
hes been shaving prominent Birming-
ham citizens and cutting their hair since
the day that Birmingham was a {lag
station. -

After delivering his speech in Capitol
Park the President was the luncheon
guest of the Birmingham Semi-Centen-
nial Assocjation. Here Senator Under-
wood shared honors with the President.
Both the President and Senator Under-
wood took advantage of the opportunity
to let the people “know just how close
i{s the friendship that binds them.

¢ The President and your Senator,””
sald Senator Underwood, whose home:
fs In Birmingham,
politics. We have crossed the three-

mile 1imit and are fighting together the
battles of America. Although he and I

differ on the fundamental principles of

political policles, I will say that as hi3

friend and admirer there_was nho Inan
better pleased than was I when,_since
we had to have a Republican Presi-
dent, the mantle fell on Warren G.
Harding.

“I simply want you, my own home'

people of Birmingham, to know how

sincerely pleased and happy I am Dbe-
cause of this opportunity to come to

Birmingham at thi= time and to pre-
sent to vyou President Harding, my
friend and your President.”

For a full minute they cheered Sena.-'

tor Underwood and for another minute

they cheered the President when he:

arose to make reply.

He referred to the Alabamg Semaror

as ‘“ Oscar’” and told how, auring all
the years he was In the Senste, he and
Senator Underadod were paired and
how during those vears they seldom had
to ask each other for instructions as
how to vote when one or the other was
absent from the Senate chamber. THis
friendship and his affection for Senator
Underwood, he said, was a friendship
that had never been embarrassed, and
“ T need not teil vou,” he added, ‘‘ that
my high opinion and affecticnate regatrd
for Oscar Underwood still abides.”

“ It was not,”” said the President.
““ personal regard aione but that feeling
combined with a high cstimate of his
statesmanship and his 'lofty devotion
to countrv that Impelled me to name
hime as one of four to speak for America
in a conference pregnant witih incalcu-
lable possibilities. I know, and ¥you
mmow, he will honor himself his friends
and nelghbors and the land for which
he speaks.’’

Rays Tribute to Bankhead.

The President also pald a tribute te’

the memory of the late Senator Bank-
head, and referred to the pleasure that
was always his when he had an oppor-

tunity to meet the men who -“wora the

gra.gr.'
At the close of his specech he sald:

“ United consecration for war <hall
never be challenged agaln. Our tasks
now le in appli:d concord and no less
patriotic devotion in solving the prob-
lems of peaca, 'These are not easy
tagks., A wovrld disordered amid -the

ugheavels of war is not readily put in

order again, and nations torn by the
fever of
stored to pormal ways.
‘“* But we shall succeed.
the world cataclysm, we hold our foun-
dations to be eternally right.
tfon which withstood internecine con-
flict, so heroically fought o3 was the
Civil War, will tolerate the threat of no

minority whicih challenges . the

mon welfare.

“ There will never come the day when
the rights of any minority are denied,
however formidable or weak it may be,
tut no minority =shall ever chalienge
the supremacy of the rule of law.

“are not playing:

conflict are not readily re-
Unshaken by
The na-

sUu-
premacy of law or endaugers our coin~

"“ The readjustments and the restora-

War inva-

tions of peace arce not easy. nv
on the in-

riably leaves its impression
dustrial and " financial life of every
participating people. ‘With all. my heart

I crave a better and a higher industrial

state as a compensation for the sacri-

fices made. But we can 310 more main-
tain the abnormal heights than we can
favor the return of the old-time levels.
Thera must be, there is, a righteous
mean between these two extremes, and
we mean to find it. . It will be a lawful
pursuit, orderly in“our practices, and
reverent for tne Government, where
justice is supreme and -the law is our
security.”’ '

After the Iuncheon- tho | President at-

tended thie inaugural ceremonies of the
Birmingham-Southern Co’lege, where he
recelved the degree of Doctor of Laws.
Following that ceremony he took part
in the laving of the cornerstone of the
new Masonic Temple, -

““1 have been a better citizen,”” he
eaid at the Mas=onic ceremony, * for
belng a Mason. There is nothing in
Masonry that a free, religious and just
- American could not be proud to sub-

”r

ecribe to and be a better cltizen for so -

doing."” | .
The late afternoon and night func-

tions attended by the President included

a view of street dancing by Birmingham

children in Capitol Park, a trip to the.

fashion show "and a look-in on the ball
for the sixty-seven Alabama County
beauties at the Country Club.

‘At midnight his train was scheduled to
start for Camp Benning, Ga. Tomorrow

afternoon he speaks in Atlanta and is,

due back in Washington at 11 o’clock

Friday mornping.
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